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told that one of the prime movers in leading philosophy astray has been 
science itself, as Geistesvrissenschaft. These sciences of spirit have the 
peculiarity that they assume, and are able, to treat their objects not alone 
as elements having external relations, but also in some measure from 
within. To the idealists such nachfuhlendes Erkennen seemed the goal of 
all knowledge; and it was the essence of their methodic error to assume 
that nature and the universe at large may be known in this same fashion. 
But why declare this an error? In one who accepts so fully as does 
Professor Stumpf the main idealist contention of the " Priori tat des 
Geistes gegenuber der Natur," it remains an unexplained dogma that 
some valid systematic knowledge of the universe as a whole from within 
(which is what philosophy usually means) is impossible. Philosophy 
must indeed welcome all declarations of the type before us to the effect 
that it means to regard experience ; to be scientifically responsible ; to ac- 
cept the cost of technical labor, even of Eleinarbeit, in its investigations ; 
to acknowledge its aspect as a race problem, not finishable by any one 
person or generation. But these acknowledgments are only negative 
elements in philosophic rebirth ; in themselves they furnish no solution of 
the problem of philosophic method. Nor will the scientific spirit have 
yielded its due fruit in this direction except by the conquest of the 
objective principles of our consciousness of values — precisely the domain 
which, as the field of poetry and feeling, Professor Stumpf seems ready 
to surrender to final contrast with the field of exact knowledge. 

William Ernest Hocking. 
Yale University. 

Psychologie des neurastheniqy.es. P. Hartenberg. Paris: Alcan. 1908. 

Pp. 246. 

This work can not be said to be a psychological treatise, nor does it 
deal with the subject of neurasthenia in accordance with the accepted 
use of the term to-day. It is rather a series of descriptions of the 
symptoms found in psychasthenia, although in the introduction the author 
makes plain his purpose to construct a psychology rather than a 
symptomatology, and he admits that his use of the term neurasthenia is 
a personal conception — a conception chemin faisant, as he pleases to 
term it. 

Normally, we are told, the nervous system has a certain degree of 
nervous tension with oscillations. The normal nervous tension may be 
exceeded or diminished. The latter condition is that of neurasthenia. 
The condition of excessive nervous tension is also something abnormal, 
not now described or even named, to the description and analysis of which 
the author promises to devote another volume. The hypothesis or sup- 
position, we may even say the guess, of different degrees of nervous 
tension is not new, and it has been used previously as a verbal explana- 
tion of many cerebral or psychical conditions. Hartenberg affirms that 
the nervous system has only one manner of being depressed, and this 
manner always shows the symptomatology of neurasthenia. This, it is 
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almost needless to say, is an entirely unwarranted assumption. The ex- 
aggeration of nervous tension is, the reviewer believes, the same sort 
of myth as the supposed exaggeration of mental activity in maniacal 
conditions. The maximum of efficiency is to be found only in normal, 
never in abnormal, conditions. There may be conditions of hyper- 
excitability, there may be ease of motor response, but these are rather 
evidences of lowered tension — if we accept the terminology and use this 
word — as even Hartenberg admits. 

The author in his definition says that neurasthenia is not a psychosis, 
i. e., not insanity. The neurasthenic patient according to him is not 
insane; he will never become demented because of his neurasthenia, nor 
will he become delirious, and his higher mental functions (sic) will 
always remain intact (p. 18). On the other hand, the author admits there 
is sometimes found " 1'attenuation du sentiment du reel " (p. 109), which 
always indicates a greater or less loss of control of judgment, and in 
such patients there may be defects of memory, of imagination, of atten- 
tion, etc. 

It can not be said that the author has added much to our knowledge 
of either neurasthenia or psychasthenia, and the psychological analyses 
are rather affirmations of the author's opinions and beliefs. For the 
serious or critical student the book is not indispensable, but it gives a fair 
idea of some common abnormal mental states and may be recommended 
to the laity — medical and psychological — who have neither the inclina- 
tion nor the time for larger and better works. 

Shepherd Ivory Franz. 
Government Hospital for the Insane, 
Washington, D. C. 
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